Alaska Judicial Council Recommendation

Judge Michael A. Thompson, Superior Court, Ketchikan

I. Judicial Council Evaluation. The Alaska Judicial Council, a nhon-partisan citizens commission established by the
Alaska Constitution, finds Judge Thompson to be Qualified and recommends unanimously (5-0) that the public vote
"YES" to retain him as a superior court judge.

Il. Summary of Evaluation Information. A survey of 2,860 attorneys in Alaska rated Judge Thompson on sixteen
categories that are summarized in the adjacent graph. Attorneys rated Judge Thompson 4.0 on a scale of 5 on overall
judicial performance. He scored highest (4.3) in the categories of “conduct free from impropriety” and “courtesy.”
He scored 3.8 or better in all sixteen categories.

Peace Court
Attorney Officer Juror Employee Ratings are based on a one to five
Survey Survey survey Survey scale. Five is the best rating and
Legal Ability 3.8 - three is “acceptable.”
Impartiality 4.2 3.6 4.7 4.7 e S
Integrity 4.3 3.8 4.7 502 Excolont
Temperament 4.2 3.9 4.7 4.7 4.0 = Good
Diligence 4.0 3.7 --- 4.6 3.0 = Acceptable
Special Skills 4.0 3.5 2.0 = Deficient
Overall 4.0 3.6 4.7 4.6 1.0 = Unacceptable

A survey of 1,704 peace and probation officers in Alaska rated Judge Thompson on twelve categories that are
summarized in the adjacent graph. Peace and probation officers rated Judge Thompson 3.6 on a scale of 5 on overall
judicial performance. He scored highest (3.9) in the categories of “conduct free from impropriety,” “courtesy,” and
“controls courtroom.” He scored 3.5 or better in all categories.

A survey of all jurors appearing before Judge Thompson in 2000 and 2001 rated him 4.7 on a scale of 5 on overall
performance. A survey of all court employees rated him 4.6 on a scale of 5 on overall performance.

The Council also completed a back-
ground investigation including a court
records check, a disciplinary records
check, a review of conflict of interest

Overall Ratings

statements submitted to the court
system and a review of financial dis-
closure statements submitted to the
Alaska Public Offices Commission.
Attorneys, peace officers, court em-
ployees and jurors were asked to
submit written comments about the
judge. The Council actively encour-
aged the public to comment, both in
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writing and in a statewide public
hearing teleconference.

Recommendation: Vote “YES” to retain Judge Thompson

Contact the Judicial Council at 1029 W. 3rd, Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 99501 (telephone: (907) 279-2526)
for more detailed information, or review the information on our Internet site at:

www.ajc.state.ak.us

November 2002
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Name Court
1. Describe your workload during your present term.
a) 50 % Civil Cases b) %# of trials/year
4 % % Criminal Cases # Administrative Appeals

9 % Court Administrative
100 % Total

2. Please describe your participation on court/Bar committees or other
administrative activities during your current term of office.
MNovs
3. On a separate sheet of paper please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your

judicial performance during your present term. Appropriate areas of comment
could include: satisfaction with your judicial role, specific contributions to the
judiciary or the field of law, increases in legal knowledge and judicial skills, or
other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be important.



Now almost nine years on the bench I find that while the everyday matters
present fewer challenges, there are still regularly fresh and intriguing issues to address.
As always, the chance to do some occasional good, and the continuing opportunity to
avoid doing any harm delights.

This is a pretty good job once you adjust to a salary comparable to that of

a first year associate in a major law firm.



Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention

4. During your most recent term as a judge, have you:

a) had a tax lien filed or other collection procedure instituted against you by
federal, state, or local authorities? Yes No .~ .

b) been involved in a nonjudicial capacity in an%f,rl'(agal proceeding whether as

a party or otherwise? Yes__ _ No }
¢) engaged in the practice of law (other than as a judge)? Yes No v ﬁ.
d) held office in any political party? Yes_____ No __;Z_/
e) held any other local state or federal office? Yes___ = No _4

If your answer to any of the questions above is "yes," please give full details,
including dates, facts, case numbers and outcomes.

Please provide any other information which you believe would assist the Council
in conducting its evaluations and in preparing its recommendations for the 2002
retention elections.

NorJs




Alaskna Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention

5. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent jury cases tried

before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current addresses.
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

] Name of Case Case Number
STarE v £0D1e RowWé ke- |- P83CR
Attorneys Involved
vome_DANIEL  SCIHRLLY v RONGLD HeMBY
Address: ASQT agm‘d’ GJ-K)RNS-Y Address: ’l ( ST& D,J\a_;\) 'ﬁ:{: IOO
A4S Haw #H 3o KQT—C;H'IK*’«A), all . G999/
KETCH [kan akk G990
Name: : Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
S1a7E () Ly JICkeTT 1AL - O ) -TDCR
Attorneys Involved
Name: (.OR ‘/‘/M& VOKE'\} &‘ﬂ/) . Name: p( 4A}E-— FOsTLB
raseess ASST _DISTRICT aTTORNES adiress_ A SSTPUPLIC DEFEADIR
Po__BeX  &30% - _fo pgoex j16216
SITHKA | atuska 99839 L FaNsad , aLasia q4q5 1/
Name: : Name:
Address: ‘ Address:
Name of Case Cqse Number ' ‘
sratz , .07 v. BRuSICH ké-99-510 ¢
Attorneys Involved
ame_ IR DouaL 45 _GaRONVER Name__ TOSEPH  SaiENnan/
aaaress._BXTTORNEY GENERALE OFFICE s 22 WILLoUWG BY
Po Hox _Jozoo NEan, GLasky 59£0/
U Eau  acaska 99gti-Zep
Name: Name:

Address: : Address:




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention

6. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent non-jury cases
tried before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current
addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case Case Number

1Mo gcres CHuDRy) _[ProGG. ¢ 7,699CF

Attorneys Involved
Name: ﬁ:’a ?\) 'QMWOQL £’ Name:! é‘& ég t‘ {i ‘&EL'Z |/‘j£_
Address: ACS_T’ /‘} 167. pO ﬁox } 10300 Address: 3&0 LU y bel—Lodﬁﬂ’ﬁ‘/ # 360
UV UEN Acaska G981 =g 2VVE L SO V237 L Y 1o
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
MILLER v ASKREN lke-99-165C
Attorneys Involved
N _[PAVID ROSELDIA ' Neme_ LRSI STANTON
Address:;?zo 65({106)2{\) "*F %g Address: 'P O! 6OX gggg
perciilead glaska 99901 et ke ak Q9%
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
GREGoRy BuxTon o fakesve. Boh KL - 00O -ZT70C,

Attorneys Involved

eme__ KEVIK MoRLEY v SuPeef  PBlaria
s _A2.6_MAN) i K LSkt LG SERVIGS
K&TC-H’Hch; ak___4d99¢( ~f 49 Gtn ST S22
' TFUNEAA | G LUSKA geg,

Address: Address:




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention

7. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent cases which
did not go to trial, but on which you did significant work (such as settlement
conference, hearings, motion work, etc.), identify the attorneys involved, and
show their current addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case Case N umbe(r
PIHLLY ARS v W LLVAMS b Ps. — 06~ C
Attorneys Involved
Name: A;N'_FH'O,\) L/ S‘Hﬂ f;-_[\/ Name: éR.YSTa [ _6 R—ﬁ,‘u D
Mares 302 GeLD ST Address: P.O‘ ¥>0X 22519
TuUn Ul GK_Of95¢ | Tuspsau  a k99565
Add:e;s: , Addre;ss:
Name of Case Case Number
STore v KaTaSse [S1-0/-§6CR.
Attorneys Involved
same_(ORINNE _VORENICaMP e GALEA PRl
paress O, B D68 address:__ 329 HAaRBoR. 4 203
StTika , ak__G4a535 | SIkA ok 94835
(AsST DA ) (ASST .2
Name: ) Name:
Address: Address:
- Name of Case ~ Case Number
Srate v E£BLNG IKE-Q9-145 cR
Attorneys Involved
Name: 5 _(1 ULAJ[ ng"T— Name: Dﬁ myL G 4 mu&ﬁ
Address: D?‘?’(’I‘th‘l— ATT‘I’DQNF«V Address: Cfm w; é‘{"" %2-5
LG hain 4 3o4 Arciefeas ak 93950/
RETTH (kad ek croqey |
Name: Name: M \C H’ QAL ‘;/"\ rm
Address: Address: ’%OS/ &L g‘T’

ANCHoRGGE  fifr AG G




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention

8.

If you deem it helpful to the Council, please list the name, case number and
attorneys’ names and current addresses of any other cases during your judicial

career in which you believe your work was particularly noteworthy. (Attach additional
pages if necessary.)

Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Name: . Name:
Address: Address:
Name: i Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Name: : Name:
Address: : Address:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Nume: Name:
Address: Address:
Name: Name:

Address: Address:




MEMORANDUM

TO: Judicial Council Members
FROM: Staff
DATE: April 24, 2002

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Michael A. Thompson

Michael A. Thompson is standing for retention in 2002. The table on the
following page compares retention and selection survey scores for Judge Thompson.
Changes in the form and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in
making any comparisons.

Judge Thompson previously stood for retention as a superior court judge in 1996.
He was evaluated with the other non-retention judges in 1994 and 2000.

Judge Thompson applied for and was appointed to the Ketchikan Superior Court
in 1993.



Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Judge Michael Thompson

April, 2002
Page 2

Judge Michael A. Thompson

Appointed to Ketchikan Superior Court 01/21/93

2002 2000 1996 1994 1992
Retention Interim Retention Interim Ketchikan
Superior
Ba PPO | Ba PPO| Ba PPO| Ba PPO
r r r r

Legal Ability/Professional Competence 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.8 | ----- 4.0
Impartiality/Fairness 4.2 3.6 4.0 3.1 4.1 3.5 4.1 3.6 4.2
Integrity/Good Character 4.3 3.8 4.2 3.6 4.2 3.7 4.2 3.7 4.2
Judicial Temperament 4.2 3.9 4.1 3.6 4.2 3.9 4.2 3.9 4.2
Diligence 4.0 3.7 3.9 3.5 3.9 3.6 4.0 3.6 -
Special Skills 4.0 3.5 - - 4.0 3.5 3.9 3.4 -
Overall Performance 4.0 3.6 3.9 3.3 3.9 3.5 4.0 3.7 4.1
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