Alaska Judicial Council Recommendation
Judge M. Francis Neville, District Court, Homer

I. Judicial Council Evaluation. The Alaska Judicial Council, a nhon-partisan citizens commission established by the
Alaska Constitution, finds Judge Neville to be Qualified and recommends unanimously (5-0) that the public vote
"YES" to retain her as a district court judge.

Il. Summary of Evaluation Information. A survey of 2,860 attorneys in Alaska rated Judge Neville on sixteen
categories that are summarized in the adjacent graph. Attorneys rated Judge Neville 3.9 on a scale of 5 on overall
judicial performance. She scored highest (4.5) in the categories of “conduct free from impropriety” and “courtesy.”
She scored 3.6 or better in all sixteen categories.

Peace Court
Attorney Officer Juror Employee Ratings are based on a one to five
Survey Survey survey Survey scale. Five is the best rating and
Legal Ability 3.9 - three is “acceptable.”
Impartiality 4.0 4.3 4.7 4.5 e S
Integrity 4.1 43 45 502 Excolont
Temperament 4.1 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.0 = Good
Diligence 4.0 4.2 --- 4.5 3.0 = Acceptable
Special Skills 4.1 4.3 2.0 = Deficient
Overall 3.9 4.4 4.5 4.5 1.0 = Unacceptable

A survey of 1,704 peace and probation officers in Alaska rated Judge Neville on twelve categories that are
summarized in the adjacent graph. Peace and probation officers rated Judge Neville 4.4 on a scale of 5 on overall
judicial performance. She scored highest (4.5) in the categories of “understanding and compassion” and “conduct
free from impropriety.” She scored 4.1 or better in all categories.

A survey of all jurors appearing before Judge Neville in 2000 and 2001 rated her 4.5 on a scale of 5 on overall
performance. A survey of all court employees rated her 4.5 on a scale of 5 on overall performance.

The Council also completed a back-
ground investigation including a court
records check, a disciplinary records
check, a review of conflict of interest
statements submitted to the court 5
system and a review of financial dis-

Overall Ratings

closure statements submitted to the 4 29 s 4s S
Alaska Public Offices Commission. Acceptable 3 —  ——— ]
Attorneys, peace officers, court em-

ployees and jurors were asked to 2 — | —
submit written comments about the 1

judge. The Council actively encour- Attorney Peace Officer Juror Court Employee
aged the public to comment, both in Survey Survey Survey Survey

writing and in a statewide public
hearing teleconference.

Recommendation: Vote “YES” to retain Judge Neville

Contact the Judicial Council at 1029 W. 3rd, Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 99501 (telephone: (907) 279-2526)
for more detailed information, or review the information on our Internet site at:

www.ajc.state.ak.us

November 2002
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o C
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Trial Judge Rabers H WagewK
2002 Cand Jlates for Judicial Riatention HAR EX QPP
anA
Cnial Juatice
{ovember 16, 2001 Buprema Court
M. Francis Neville District our: - Homer
Name " Court B
1. Describe your workload « iring your present termi.
a) _ 45 % Civil Casen b) 180 #oftriala/year
__i_:r’__% Criminal Cas 3 # Administrative Ap;eals
_10 % Court Admin: trative
100 % Total
*Tnelydes small 1aime and minor cffence t;g‘igj _&.‘__ﬁ__w_ed_l_. as
civil and crimin 1 trJ als. e
2. Please describe your Harticipation on cour/Bar commnittess or other

administrative activitie: during your currert terin of office.

1 continue to ser e on the court Forms momaitt2e which
recently finaiize 1 pro se chilc custody forms. 1 was a

member of a state team attendirg_ém'é?é'ﬁ??a"ﬁ“ﬁmith
and credit under vAWA for domestic violenc: protective orders.
I attended a NHTI A National Leadership conforence for judges.

3. On a separate sheet of aper please assesi, in one or two Juregraphs, your
judicial performance du, ng your present term. AMppropriats reas ¢f comment.
could include: satisfacti n with your judiciel rola, specific ent.trihn:tions to the
judiciary or the field »f] w, increases in legal kmowledge and judicial skills, or
other measures of judiel 1 abilitias that you belizve to be iraportist.
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During my present term as distric court judge in Homer, there have buen a numnber of
tinely scheduled intc the Kenai

changes in my duties. Between 156 1 and "999, 1 was mu

court to handle uncontested don stic relations cases, district court civil ases, and
misdemeanor cases where there W s 10 €€ nsent to trial by rnagistrate. A sup erior court
1999 resulting in a reallocation of the
Kenai caseload. 1 no longer tra' sl to Kenai on a regulal basis. In;stead, 1 am now
handling all the cantested and uni >ntested domestic relations cases afl all the juvenile

delinquency cases in Homer. In 2 00, the judicial officers on the Kenai Penirsula began
six of six -

master position was created in the Kenai court in

sharing weekend duty. 1nowzm: 1 duty one weekend out of six, rather than
a very welcome change!

Handling the disputed domestic 1 lations cases and the juvenile delinjuznc:’ cases has
required me to expand my subst ntive 13gal knowledge and to acquire new skilis in
dealing with children. 1 believe that these changes 1ave been beneficial 10 “he local
community. Divorce cases are [ -eiving more promgt attention.  Minors charged with
crimes are always dealing with a xdge in person, rather than often talking tc a “speaker
phone” judge. 1 continue to fird 1 y posit.on both challenging and sati¢ying One of the
best aspects of being a «small to m” judze is being eble tb see the success swories, the
people who are able to make posil ve charges in their | ves a5 a result af' their exoeriences

with the judicial system.
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Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention P
4. During your most recent D 852 judge, havre you:

a) had a tax lien filed or
federa], state, or Jocal

b) been involved in & a0

a party or atherwise?
¢) engaged in the practic
d) held office in any pol

e) held any othar local &

If your answer to any of
including dates, facts, ca

sther collection procedure institut:d agunst you by
uthorities? Yes.  No__A_

udicial capacity ir any legal proceedling; whether as

Yes__ No_.X .
of law (other than as a judge)? Yei..—. No % .
cal party? Yes __ No._%..
\te or iederall office? Yes____ 1o X

he questions abova 18 l.res," pleass jzive full details,
s gumbers and cutcomes.

Please provide any olber
in conductingits evaluati
retention elections.

formation which you believe wouwld 2esi t the Council
ns and in praparingits yecommend.aiion s for the 2002

P. 04
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Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention
5. Please list the names and ase nunbera of the thre: most recent jury cases tried
before you, identify tho a orney: involved, and sliow their cnzrent addresses.
{(Attanh additionn) pages if nectanary.
Name of Cas Cave Nuinber
] _state v. McCowsn _ __3HG-01-202 SR_
Aftorneys Involved
v John Wolfe _— Mathan McCowin (pro se)
Addrox 120 Tradiﬂf% B Y DrWOO ﬁw,_g‘ener_gl'él_g'_’?—_::[
Neuma: —— [ ] " S —————TE L ki i ——————
Addrer: I ADBE e e e
Name of Case: Casa Number
E] _ state v. Kvasnil >f ~3H»-01-218 CR
Attorneys Involved
ame__John Wolfo Nevw . Joel Rctiibere
120 Tradincg_g_: ay Dr.#200l i 130 Trz3.ng Eay Dr.. #3890
Kenai, AK I%—”TE— ~Renail, INGEET !
Ll N oo o s e s P e
Addrom N e
I — e —
Name of Cast Cage Number
m State v. Paige — . 3H(}-—01-—391 CR___
Ah'orneys Involvec]
wme___Joln Wolfe N Joel Rothb:rg
aiema_ 120 Trading 3ay Dr.%¥200 .. 130 Tr:gx_g'iin Bay DPr. #390
Kenai, AK _¢1611-7716 _ "Renal, IX_ eI U
Noma: RN e s e b i e e
Mddrosy AP L o e - i At e =
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8. Please list the names and ase numbers of the thres most recanl. noA-jury cases

tried before you, identif the &ttorneys involved, and shuw their carrent
addresses. (Arach additenal pa e if uecessary.)

Name of Cas Cauie Nsnbr
m Schmoke v. Barcu - _ 380-00-152 21
Attorneys Involvea!
Kevin Koch . seme___Jonnny G- G bhons
38TTT Kenai © ur RVY - 1330 E. 15th Ave.
Suite 207 — ~Enchoraie. Bl 39501
Soldotna, &8~ Iy e ~
Naks NN . o i o i i
Address — AU e e e - s
Name of Cc 1e . Case Number
m Woodman V. Morcan . L 340-93-240 F‘I
Atiorneys Involved
N Claire Stef sns_ ___Maxy Mcryan | (pro sel
addrag___ 2. 0. BOX 10 847 Mirma_ 200 PeEo:_:;_t_Ege Loop
Anchorage, . K 99510 _ Anchoregm AI"_9_9_5£1__
Numx N s e st e i B
Addres A drosy, —
Name of C¢ ie Case Numnber
2] Wallace v. MacC .y __ UHO-96-43 CT
Aftorneys Involvedl
JY— Peter Mysir — Robert 'leho ey
Addveas €08 Peterse ! way pwon_ 17 K Slu Snte 201
Kenai, AK $3611 _ “"Bnchora. JEy NE)
Naros: Kz
Addvasi: Aldrar e e
e ——
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Alaska Judicial Counail
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2002 Retention —
7. Please list the names An( case nambers of tha three moat recent cares which
did not go to trial, but on which you did significant worlk (guch as settlemeont
conference, hearings, me on work, ete.), identify the attornoys in volved, and
ghow their current addre 3es. (Attach additionsl pag'es if niucersary.)
Name of Cas Caie Numnbr
m Fisk v. Fisk . - 3§0-00-111 C1_
Attarneys Involved
v FBarl Fisk, Jr (pro se) [ Terri Spige.myer
adewe_ P, 0. Box 437 i 350 Borinza BVe.
anchor Poirt, AK 9!)556 _ ‘Home:, J:;}:__g_'lﬁ 13
Mime . 1YV S ——— YT - S ————
ada P Ad bun: ___ e o e e
Name of Ca ? Noase Numbor
m Roderick v. Rondirick ___3H0-00-97 i ___

Atiorneys Involvedl
Peter Mysirg

Michael Houg .
3651 Ben wal ers Ln %2 S — 0B Pelerstn Wa
- . A drema H ;
— -—-———_-p—-l—<-_-——zl
Homer, AK 99 03 _ Kenal, .ﬁ‘ﬁ_“_..'EL______II
Hama e r——— T e e e i i e
Ad MANEN e e e
NameofCa e Dase Numinr
m Eisenberqg v. S}adle 390-01-17 CI
Attorneys Intolved
' igely yexr } ame: Charles Tvlin
:::.. 350 Bonania . ve. e 5 W.Fiird Ave.
- _—-l-\.—_—-.._——_
fiomes, AK 20 03 _anchoraje, KK 99501
Nema T p—

1dd
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Trial fudge Questionnatre

2002 Retention

8. If you deem it helpful to he Coumcil, please list the nane, taie nwnber and

attorneys’ names and cur st adcresses of any oth

or cases dising your judicial

careerinwhich you believ yourw ork was particularly notewo:tny. Asschadditional
pages if necensary.)

Namae of Ca: ! Ca:s¢ Number

4 —" A —

— —

Attorneys Invalvec!
ama ——— i Nawa . —
Address —_— At e e e e esrmamtp———m
News: Mo ma
A Mm—'-—ﬂ-ﬂr——--i”l-“ —
Name of Ca: ! Case Number
k] = e
Atiorneys Involvedl
N'“n'-m-ﬂ—----n..-——...—---.--u--—— —— A ———
Addrads: hw— oA —————— e il — S s
- ——
N — N o p—
Addrws: A i _—
I S
Name of Ca & Case Nuntidir
m e —— . —— —Il——l_——
Attorneys Invalved
namer BAITDY s s i e e i
Adcirasn —_— e —a. e e
- o il e —
N._ ]Fm—l-—-_'_——--_-d'-— — ——TT

AN e i e e

et S————————"
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Judicial Council Members
FROM: Staff
DATE: April 24, 2002

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - M. Francis Neville

M. Francis Neville is standing for retention in 2002. The table on the following
page compares retention and selection survey scores for Judge Neville. Changes in the
form and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in making any
comparisons.

Judge Neville previously stood for retention as a district court judge in 1994 and
1998. She was evaluated with the other non-retention judges in 1992, 1996, and 2000.

Judge Neville applied for and was appointed to the Homer District Court in
1990.



Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Judge M. Francis Neville

April, 2002
Page 2

Judge M. Francis Neville
Appointed to Ketchikan District Court 11/30/90

2002 2000 1998 1996 1994 1992 1990
Retention Interim Retention Interim Retention Interim Homer
Ba PPO| Ba PPO| Ba PPO| Ba PPO| Ba PPO | Ba PPO Dlstt e
r r r r r r

Legal Ability/Professional Competence 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.0 3.7 3.8 3.8
Impartiality/Fairness 4.0 4.3 3.8 4.5 4.0 4.3 - - 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.6 3.8
Integrity/Good Character 4.1 4.3 4.1 4.6 4.1 4.3 - - 4.0 3.9 4.0 3.7 4.0
Judicial Temperament 4.1 4.4 4.0 4.5 4.1 4.3 4.3 4.4 4.0 4.0 3.9 3.6 3.7
Diligence 4.0 4.2 3.9 4.3 4.0 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.0 3.9 4.0 3.5 -
Administrative Skills 4.1 4.3 - - 3.9 4.1 -- -- 4.0 3.8 3.5 3.0 -
Overall Performance 3.9 4.4 3.9 4.5 3.9 4.3 4.1 4.3 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.2 3.8
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