Alaska Judicial Council Recommendation
Judge Eric Sanders, Superior Court, Anchorage

I. Judicial Council Evaluation. The Alaska Judicial Council, a non-partisan citizens commission established
by the Alaska Constitution, finds Judge Sanders to be Qualified and recommends unanimously (6-0) that the
public vote "YES" to retain him as a superior court judge.

ll. Summary of Evaluation Information. In a survey sent to all 2,644 attorneys in Alaska, Judge Sanders was
rated in the excellent range on overall judicial performance (4.1, see graph). He scored highest in the category
of “settlement skills” (4.3). He scored 3.8 or better in all sixteen categories.
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A survey of all 1,890 peace and probation officers in Alaska rated Judge Sanders in the good range on overall
judicial performance (3.9, see graph). He scored highest in the category of “conduct free from impropriety” (4.2).
He scored 3.9 or better in all thirteen categories.

A survey of all jurors appearing before Judge Sanders in 1998 and 1999 rated him in the excellent range (4.9)
on overall performance. A survey of all court employees rated him in the excellent range (4.0) on overall
performance. The independent CourtWatch Report gave Judge Sanders a 4.1 overall rating.
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Recommendation: Vote “YES” to retain Judge Sanders

Contact the Judicial Council at 1029 W. 3rd, Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 99501 (telephone: (907) 279-2526)
for more detailed information, or review the information on our Intemet site at:

www.ajc.state.ak.us



1029 W. Third Avenue, Suite 201, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1969  (907)279-2526 FAX (907) 276-5046

/

=~ alaska judicial counci

http:// www.ajc.state.ak.us E-Mail: postmaster@ajc.state.ak.us

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NON-ATTORNEY MEMBERS
Janice Lienhart

Willam T. Cotton  RECEitire
e RECEivED Vicki A Otte

Sandra S. Stringer

DEC 23 1999 ATTORNEY MEMBERS

Geoffrey G. Currall

AK Judicial Coungij Alaska Judicial Council Paul J. Ewers

Questionnaire Robert H. Wagstaff

CHAIRMAN, EX OFFICIO
Warren W. Matthews

Trial Judge
2000 Candidates for Judicial Retention

November 19, 1999

Fric 5/1%/775?25 54//”)61/0&

Name Court

Describe your workload during your present term.

G | # of trials/year
# Administrative Appeals

a) 790 % Civil Cases
& © % Criminal Cases
% Court Administr
100 % Total
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Please describe your participation on court/Bar committees or other
administrative activities during your current term of office.
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On a separate sheet of paper please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your
judicial performance during your present term. Appropriate areas of comment
could include: satisfaction with your judicial role, specific contributions to the



ANSWER TO QUESTION 3:

Before I was appointed to the bench, my private law
practice was limited to personal injury litigation. Moreover, most
of my time was spent outside the courtroom, and the cases I handled
rarely went to trial. When I became a judge in October of 1996,
I was assigned to the criminal division of the superior court in
Anchorage. For the next two years, I spent most of the workday in
the courtroom handling trials, sentencings and motions. As a
consequence, I received a wonderful education in trial practice,
the evidence rules, and the intricacies of the state sentencing
laws and procedures. In the early part of 1999, I was reassigned
to the civil division. Because of that change, I now spend much
less time in the courtroom, and the substantive areas of law I deal
with are totally different. My efforts are now directed to
managing a heavy caseload so that rulings are issued and disputes
are dealt with as promptly as possible. A significant majority of
the cases are in the field of domestic relations (divorce and child
custody), and I have a particular interest in resolving these
matters by negotiation rather than 1litigation. Some of the
procedures I have utilized to expeditiously resolve domestic
relations cases have been adopted by other Anchorage superior court
judges, and I am hopeful that this will have a positive impact on
our community. In summary, during the past three years I have
received excellent on the job training which will certainly help

me be a better judge in the future if I am retained.



Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

judiciary or the field of law, increases in legal knowledge and judicial skills, or
other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be important.

4. During your most recent term as a judge, have you:

a) had a tax lien filed or other collection procedure instittlltygainst you by
federal, state, or local authorities? Yes No .

b) been involved in a nonjudicial capacity in any ] gal proceeding whether as

a party or otherwise? Yes__  No

c) engaged in the practice of law (other than as a judge)? Yes = No
i

d) held office in any political party? Yes____  No_&.

e) held any other local state or federal office? Yes_ No_4—.

If your answer to any of the questions above is "yes," please give full details,
including dates, facts, case numbers and outcomes.

Please provide any other information which you believe would assist the Council
in conducting its evaluations and in preparing its recommendations for the 2000
retention elections.




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

5. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent jury cases tried

before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current addresses.
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case Case Number
E! TJouipars) V. CHEYROM dSA 3AN -G - 088 ci
Attorneys Involved
/ Name: AVA \TUHFLDAN /FKO FETL) ‘/Name: [—ﬂ%’:’ mojg?z’
addresss_ . 0. DOX 941334 it /20 " L 7. H BOO
Arcmolnce , AK 95509 Arcrnpphet , A G950/
Name: Name:
Address:
Name of Case Case Number
Bl srae v EneLl 3AN -94 - 30 it
Attorneys Involved
eme SHANNON _HANLEY / vme_ WAL=y TETLOW
e 310 K ST . # '520 s GO0 NV STR  AVE. # 200
ANCHOROGE , AN G450) ANCrorALE , AK §950/
Name: Name:
Address:
Name of Case _ Case Number _
Bl <imt y. JursEn 4N - GF-315S
Attorneys Involved
V' Name: ADFLIENNC/ ﬁﬁ(/f/Hﬁ’l\/ 7 Name: ‘V‘Eﬂ BUTLEL .
niaress_ 210K - ST # 520 e 79S W YR AVE #3c0

AR CHORNGE . AK 4450/

ANCHonpAGE, AK 7950/

Name:

Name:

Address:

Address:




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

6. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent non-jury cases

tried before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current

addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case
KIMRLE y _jcimBLE

Case Number
3AN ~ G949 27& </

Attorneys Involved

/Neme: WILLL A fORRD
Address: 7‘{( N - "/ﬂ ML? #900
Anonpol , AKX  5550¢

Name:

Address:

Name of Case
HEMMICE J  HENNICK

TAyLop
s . H 3085
AK 9980/

'/Name: ﬂOB/N
aaesss SO/ E.
A Cs7 e NG E ,

Name:

Case Number

ZAN -9% — 5562 (|

Attorneys Involved

7 Name: S”,E‘/é ”0‘ ﬂ//[)/ /‘[(:/
Adirornee Ak G503

Name:

Name of Case

SlLond / SL‘omJ

/ Name: §7W€ Pm ECC
AN prortes A G560,

Name:

Case Number

AN 96 - F505 (I

Attorneys Involved

/ Name: .SL’éA'N MA’CA/
pddress:_ 1O K ST B Yo¥
PAcHoUMCE | AK 580

Name:

Address:

¢ Neme JEW M FE-_fT0LLAPD
bress:_ SEO_f7 ST H 20y ’
AnCrpnnce , A G550/

Name:

Address:




Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

7. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent cases which
did not go to trial, but on which you did significant work (such as settlement
conference, hearings, motion work, etc.), identify the attorneys involved, and
show their current addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

- Name of 9ase Case Number
L _Fowrer v Fowrer 2N -96- G176 ¢y
Attorneys Involved
v ALAN _ SHERRY, e TANET | UATT
: 17/3/ l/\j 7(‘17 /‘!"/g%SA- Address: 7// M‘ 57’ ﬁ/o/
ANGHORAGE, Ak 99501 A NErorAcs, Ak G5 507
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Name of Case Case Number
Bl oRersten v BEAL AN - G7 - 7366 (|
Attorneys Involved
/ Name: Lg\g Gm /Name: H 0""/”77"9 L:A' 2/4' /Z/
addross:_ | N2 7 W GHR V€ adiess:. /OO T AN Fr0 AT #7000
ANcrtopale Ak’ G950/ [grAcs A G980/
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
| Name of Case Case Number
B _Towri v. Yowerr AN -55-SS 75 |
Attorneys Involved
/veme ALER S FoOOTE /s FOE_HLUODLES To
Address:_ o d{ U OLEAM (A T7IL _ addres._ SSO W. T7L pAVE H oo
XDHonALE , MK G951 Arerondoc | AK 2950 /
Name: Name:
Address: i Address:




MEMORANDUM

TO: Judicial Council Members

FROM: Staff

DATE: May 16, 2000

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Eric Sanders

Eric Sanders is standing for retention in 2000. The table on the following page
compares retention and selection survey scores for Judge Sanders. Changes in the form
and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in making any
comparisons.

This is Judge Sanders’ first time to stand for retention. He was evaluated with
the other non-retention judges in 1998.

Judge Sanders applied for and was appointed to the Anchorage Superior Court
in 1996.



Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Eric Sanders
May 16, 2000
Page 2

Judge Eric Sanders
appointed to Anchorage Superior Court 8/8/96
2000 1998 1996
Retention Retention Preview Anchorage Superior
Bar PPO Bar PPO Score Range

Legal Ability 4.2 — 3.9 — 4.5 Excellent
Fairness 4.1 4.0 3.8 3.8 4.1 Excellent
Integrity 4.2 4.1 3.9 4.1 4.3 Excellent
Judicial Temperament 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.9 4.1 Excellent
Diligence 4.2 4.0 — — —
Administrative Skills 4.2 4.0 — — —
Suitability of Experience — — — — 4.2 Excellent
Overall Performance 4.1 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.3 Excellent
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