Alaska Judicial Council Recommendation

Judge Suzanne Lombardi, District Court, Palmer

1. Judicial Council Evaluation. The Alaska Judicial Council, a non-partisan citizens commission established
by the Alaska Constitution, finds Judge Lombardi to be Qualified and recommends unanimously (6-0) that the
public vote "YES" to retain her as a district court judge.

Il. Summary of Evaluation Information. In a survey sent to all 2,644 attorneys in Alaska, Judge Lombardi
was rated in the good range on overall judicial performance (3.9, see graph). She scored highest (4.2) in the
categories of “conduct free from impropriety” and “consideration of all relevant factors in sentencing.” She
scored 3.7 or better in all sixteen categories.
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A survey of all 1,890 peace and probation officers in Alaska rated Judge Lombardi in the excellent range on
overall judicial performance (4.1, see graph). She scored highest in the category of “conduct free from
impropriety” (4.0). She scored 4.0 or better in all thirteen categories.

A survey of all jurors appearing before Judge Lombardi in 1998 and 1999 rated her in the excellent range (4.9)
on overall performance. A survey of all court employees rated her in the excellent range (4.6) on overall
performance. The independent CourtWatch Report gave Judge Lombardi a 3.8 overall rating.

The Council also completed a back-
ground investigation including a
court records check, a disciplinary
records check, a review of conflict of

Ratings on Overall Judicial Performance

interest statements submitted to the 5
court system, a review of any with-
held salary warrants and a review of 4
financial disclosure statements
submitted to the Alaska Public Acceptable 3
Offices Commission.  Attorneys, 2
peace officers, court employees and
jurors were asked to submit written 1

comments about the judge. The
Council actively encouraged the
public to comment, both in writing
and in a statewide public hearing
teleconference.
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Recommendation: Vote “YES” to retain Judge

Contact the Judicial Council at 1029 W. 3rd, Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 99501 (telephone: (907) 279-2526)
for more detailed information, or review the information on our Intemet site at:

www.ajc.state.ak.us
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SUZANNE H. LOMBARDI PALMER DISTRICT COURT
Name Court

Describe your workload during your present term.
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Please describe your participation on couft/Bar committees or other administrative activities
during your current term of office.

Assisted with the implementation and assessment of the Pilot Probation Program for
Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Offenders.

Appointed as the Court Representative to the “Art in Prison Jury” for the new pre-Trial
Facility in Anchorage

On a separate sheet of paper please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your judicial
performance during your present term. Appropriate areas of comment could include:
satisfaction with your judicial role, specific contributions to the judiciary or the field of law,



On a separate sheet of paper please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your judicial performance
during your present term. Appropriate areas of comment could include: satisfaction with your
judicial role, specific contributions to the judiciary or the field of law, increases in legal
knowledge and judicial skills, or other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be
important.

This is my first retention election and I am pleased to report that I love my job. Rarely do people
get an opportunity to wake up in the morning and look forward to work. That is how I feel about my role
as a district court judge. This job offers me intellectual stimulation and a chance to touch people’s lives
daily. I applied for this position because it is in every sense the “people’s court.” There are more people in
the district court than in any other court I take this role and the concomitant responsibility very seriously.

In this first term I have learned a tremendous amount about time management, which is crucial
due to our burgeoning caseload. The many trials and motion hearings over which I have presided have
afforded me to the chance to hone my evidentiary skills. I have also had the opportunity to work with
many pro-pers, or people who cannot afford counsel or for political reasons chose not to be represented by
counsel. I have worked diligently to assure that the court is accessible to all persons regardless of their
political beliefs or ability in hire counsel. I hope I am afforded the chance to continue this job and would
be happy to answer any questions you may have.



Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

increases in legal knowledge and judicial skills, or other measures of judicial abilities that
you believe to be important.

4. During your most recent term as a judge, have you:

a) had a tax lien filed or other collection procedure instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Yes No X.

b) been involved in a nonjudicial capacity in any legal proceeding whether as a party or

otherwise? Yes ~ NoX.
c) engaged in the practice of law (other than as a judge)? Yes  NoX.
d) held office in any political party? Yes ~ NoX.
e) held any other local state or federal office? Yes ~ NoX.

If your answer to any of the questions above is "yes," please give full details, including dates,
facts, case numbers and outcomes.

N/A

Please provide any other information which you believe would assist the Council in
conducting its evaluations and in preparing its recommendations for the 2000 retention
elections.

After giving birth to my son I was given the opportunity to work a two week off/two week
on schedule in Anchorage to coincide with my husband’s work schedule. This experience
was invaluable in that it afforded me a chance to work with and learn from other district
court judges on a daily basis. (I am the only district court judge in Palmer). It also enriched
my learning experience as I had the opportunity to work with a variety of attorneys, cases and
staff . I believe the fact that I presided over cases in a relatively small court in Palmer as well
as the largest in the state will give the Council a wide basis for opinions as to my
performance in my first few years.
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5. Pleaseé list the names and case numbers of the three most recent jury cases tried
before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current addresses.

(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case
L1 STATE vs. HoegspoN

Case Number
APA-A4915T ] &ER.

Attorneys Involved

“ nme RACHEL GERNAT, (AssT. p.A§

) 300 W. EVERREEN *102
PALMER., Ak 99L45

Name of Case
Bl STATE vs. JOHNsToN

ridree 300 E. DiMoNf> PLVD STE
ANcHotAGE, AKX 99515

Name

Al

Case Number
2PA- 9% 1939 <A,

Attorneys Involved

. e WILLIAM ESTELLE . (AsST DAY
) 00 W. EVERCREEN #1022
PALMER, AK,  99L4%

Name of Case
Bl MuncipaLity oF ANcHoRAGE v

PAIRE =

/Nuwe_PAMELA D. ScOoTT
e 123 W 4P AVE oTE ~20H
Aﬁ&'ﬁar&«j&, AF* qq.%]

Case Number
2AN-99. 223 Ck.

Attorneys Involved

e KAREN WEIMER. (8557, Phos)
Miress__M3O L ST, STE 100
ANcHorAaCE, AK 9950

Vime PAMELA PALE.
ANcHorALE, AIKK 94950 |

Name:

Addr

2

54
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6.

Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent non-jury cases

tried before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current

addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case
L] NoRTHLAND crEPIT v. BALES

Case Number
3PA-49. 241 <L.

Attorneys Involved

{ Name: LE-V’N ANDEF,Q 0'\1

Name:

Name of Case
STATE v. cHI1ZUKL

ivme  JEFF CARNEY
attee W. 100 LAKEVIEW AVE.

WasILLA, AK TAUHS
Nama:
Address:
Case Number

2PA. 98- 2025 CA,

Attorneys Involved

7 Neme RACHEL GERNAT, AsSST P.A,
Foo W. EVERCREERN AVE #)02
PALMER, AK F9LHS

Addre

Name of Case
DEAR v. WITHERN

e VicToRaA c1Zuk (Pro-Fer
atreaxe PO, BOX 812277
WASILLA, AKX A9687]

Case Number
2PA- 98 b4, ClI

Attorneys Involved

] . DANIEL PE.E-B~ (PKO-PE—R>

Name:

addrese HC 34 POX 208 &
WASILLA, AK 9496 54

N JOSEPH WITHE-E-N  ((PRO-PEF )
atree PO BPOX 160LD
PALMER, AK

9L 45
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7.

Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent cases which
did not go to trial, but on which you did significant work (such as settlement
conference, hearings, motion work, etc.), identify the attorneys involved, and
show their current addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Name of Case Case Number
[0 srare v. wirkus ET AL, 2PA-G9- 471 <R,
Attorneys Involved
“ veme PACHEL & ERNAT, ASST P A . e LAUREL CARTER  ASST. PO
adtreos §00 W. EVERLEEEN T 102 s 1§00 GLENN HWY. STE ¥
PALMER.  AK. L4557 PALMER., AL ALY TS
Name Name:
Address: Ada,
Name of Case Case Number
m MUNICI PALITY va. MUTCHLERA AN - A9.2771771 <R
MUNICIPALITY vo. FREL 2AN. 99- 5108 c .
Attorneys Involved
¢ Name_BENIAMIN WALTERSG Yyume_ PAMELA DALE-
Addrone___ 0 o ritee 31O Vo 5T, STE. 20O
H20 L. STREET, ZTE 1000 ANCHeRAGE, AK~ 9950 |
ANcHe RACE, AL @150 |
Name: Name:
Addresx
Name of Case Case Number
B srate v. EsaJE 2PA- 9. 122) CR
Attorneys Involved
. Neme_PRE NDA TAYLOR. (Former PA)| o yme  JOHN . PAVIEZ
Mdtress_ | DS LUXEMBURL PR st 1015 CHECK ST 9TE 2
FRaseR  MI. 43020 WASILLA, AK 99487
Name:

Address: Add
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8.

If you deem it helpful to the Council, please list the name, case number and

attorneys' names and current addresses of any other cases during your judicial
- career in which you believe your work was particularly noteworthy. (Attach additional

pages if necessary.)

Name of Case
MUNIcIPALITY V& PAVI S

Case Number
AAN -G8 L3230 > CR

Attorneys Involved

N
/ Neme: PATR I CK HANLESY (Aesr. Peo;)

Mo H20 L STPEET
ANCHoRAGE, AL dFaS5o|

Name:

Name of Case
Ll sare v Wessond

Inemee CHARLE-S LEE DPAVIS (RRo-PER
addresn: (0300 O'MALLE.Y RoAD
ANCHoR AGE, AK. <995/,

Address:

Case Number

2PA-9477- 1713 cR

Attorneys Involved

v MAX GARNER, (Forragz o)

s _]1277 W, "It~ AVE
ANCHOoRAGE, AK 9950

Address

Name of Case
STATE v. COBE N <t al.

! neme MARY PEAVER,, ﬁ%sr. P. ?,3
stine 1500 GLENN HIGHWAY STE ¥
PALMER., A¥< 945

/vwe ROBERT HERZ . (Asst. P.ON
ritree_1F00 _GLENN HILHWAY  STE Y
PALMER. , AK 9G4S

Case Number

2PA- 98- 115 CR (et al )

Attorneys Involved

fiame PRENDA TAYLOR. (FoRMER.D.A.)
1595 WXEMBURG DR.
FRASER, ML 4302b

Add;

qwe  LAUREL CARTER- (ASST P
e 1300 GLENN HWY, 9TE ¥
PALMER., AKX~ A9, 45




MEMORANDUM

TO: Judicial Council Members

FROM: Staff

DATE: May 16, 2000

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Suzanne Lombardi

Suzanne Lombardi is standing for retention in 2000. The table on the following
page compares retention and selection survey scores for Judge Lombardi. Changes in
the form and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in making any
comparisons.

This is Judge Lombardi’s first time to stand for retention. She was evaluated
with the other non-retention judges in 1998.

Judge Lombardi applied for and was appointed to the Palmer District Court in
1997.



Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Suzanne Lombardi
May 16, 2000
Page 2

Judge Suzanne Lombardi
appointed to Palmer District Court 7/3/97
2000 1998 1997

Retention Retention Preview Palmer District
Bar PPO Bar PPO Score Range
Legal Ability 3.8 — 35 — 3.7 Good
Fairness 4.1 4.2 3.8 3.8 3.7 Good
Integrity 4.1 4.2 4.0 4.2 3.9 Good
Judicial Temperament 4.1 4.2 4.1 3.8 3.6 Good

Diligence 4.1 4.1 — — —

Administrative Skills 4.3 4.1 — — —
Suitability of Experience — — — — 3.6 Good
Overall Performance 3.9 4.1 3.8 3.8 3.6 Good
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