Alaska Judicial Council RECEIVED

Application for Judicial Appointment

MAY 9

MAY 3 1 2005

Posttion(s) for which vy ou wish to be considered JUD[CI&{_\ SCIgtJNCl L

Ancnorage Superior Court Date- May 28, 2005

Tnird Judicial District

I. Public Information {(Questions 1-24)
Personal

1 (a) State full name* Zric Ala= harseth

Name as 1t should appear vn bar suny EY1S A. harsetn

* Unless otherwise specified, thisis how your name will appear on the bar survey

(b)y  Haveyou ever used or been known by any other name? I so, please identify
No

1%}

How long have you been a resident of the State of Alaska immedately preceding the date of this

application”** 14  years 0 months
Total _14 vyears 0  months
3 How long have vou been engaged n the active practice of law immediately preceding the date of
this apphication”*#* 14 vears & _monihs
Total _i4 vears 8  months

Nonlegal Education

4 Siate names and dates of attendance ol all colleges and professional schools (other than law schools)
ever attended and degrees and dates conferred. List anv honors

Univers.ty of Minnesota, Instz:zute of Technology.
Attended September, 1981 through March, 1987.
B 3. Geolog-ca. Engineer:ng received March, 1387.

#% Gee AS 22 10 090 sce also 1984 Inf’ Op Ay Gen (Juls 19 366- 624-84)
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Legal Education

5 List all law schools. dates atlended and degrees conferred If vou did not recenve a degree from amy

v school, please indicate
W-2liam Mitchell College of Law (WMCL].

Attended ARugust, 1987 through Sure, 13890.
Received J.D. June, 1990.

Uraiversity o2 Iewa, Archachon, France, Sutuer Codrse. May - June, 1383 8
coLrse credits received and zppl-ed to degree received from WXCL
6 (a) Did you recerve amy honors in law school or belong to any honorary societies or groups”?

O Yes € No If yes, please give details.

(b) Have vou taken any CLE (continuing legal education) courses during the past five vears?
& Yes O No
Please describe or list Please do not attach individual certificates of attendance

May, 2005: Family Law Committee, Presentation by Judge Cralg Stowers.

Jzn - Ma»ch, 2905: Air Force Operational Law (ICEJOLT); Air National Guard
(AMGY Law Off:ce & Sthics; Rix Force Survey 9% the Law % Ethics.

Cct 2203: ANG Law Cffice & Zthacs.

Augusz, 2002 Legal writing snd edit_r

Cct 1399 - 20C1: D2 Ceonference {Trial Practice & Ethics).
Military
7 Have vou served 1n the armed forces (reser es or otherwise)? & Yes T No

I so, please provide the following information
(a) Dates of service Jan. 1991 - Aprail, 19%4; September, 2003 - presernt.
(b) Branch of service Army: Alr Natlonal Guard (ANG).

© Rank at time of discharge Captain; nfa

(dy  Typeofmihian discharge Eomorable; n/a

(e) Awards or cilations

Army Service Ribbon; Natoonal Defense Service Ribbon; Army Achievemen:z Medal;
Overseas Ribbon; Parachut-st Badge.

(§))] Have y ou ever been refused adrmussion to or released [rom any of the armed services for
reasons other than honorable discharge? O Yes ¢ No If so, state the details
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Nonlegal Employment

8 Describe major nonlegal working experience [[you had a business or association that has been
discontinued. please note whether there are unpaid debts or claims pending liugation

None.
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Legal Experience

o Describe chronologicalls vour legal employ ment since adnussion to law school Please provide
dates, name of employer,name of supervisor or person who can verify employment, addresses.
the reason you left the position, and a brief description of type of practice (i.e.. insurance
defense, criminal, appellate, general, litigation, etc.) for each position listed below

The Council will ask for comments fromy our current and former employers about vour employ ment
and v our judicial qualifications You mav choose to list other persons as character and professional

references in response 1o Question 20 of this application

If the supervisor or contact person asks (1n wnting) that the letter be shared with the govemor, the
Council will send designated letters for each nominee The applicant should not request a copv of
the letter from the reference References or letters not solicited by the Council are considered public

(with few exceptions) and will be sent to the governor for all nomiees

CurrentEmployer; Staze of Alasca, Depar-ment cf Law, Czvil Division, Tcrts fection

Supervisor or name of contact person who canvendy employment G2 il voightlander.

Current address of this person 1931 W 4th Avenue, Suite 2C0

City Anchorage State AK L) 93501
Dates of Fmployment [ rom_ May, 22302 To fresent
Deseripiion [~:.,11 pefense of agencies and -rd-viduals

Previous Employers: (In chrorological order most recent first)
Employer;: -76th Wing, Alasks Air Nat:onal Guard

Supers 1507 or name of contact person w ho can venfy employment 1a3or J chn Darnall

Current address of dus person; 2005 Raspberry Road

Ciny Anchorage State AX Z1p 99502

Dates of Fmplovment | rom Sezterbex, 1393 lo Present

Desenipion  {pepuzy Stafs Jadge Advocate (Zmc_oy-ent law, iirized favily law,
wills, landlord/tenant, military operations & internatiora. law

imple

Reason tor l.eaving This 1s a current employer, I have not left this evployment.

Emplover: S5=&%¢& cf Alaska, Dep:z of Law, Off:cze of Speclal Preosecutions & Apopeal

N N - - SFE
Super 1sor or name of contact person who can venfy employment JUdge Briar Clazk

a - Nt - i az T
Current address of this person Anchorage District Couxt, 823 W 4:th Ave.

City Archorage state AK Zip 35501
Dates of Fmployment From Noverber, 1829 To May, 2002
Deseription g

Reason for Leaving To accept AGO Torts position. Career change to civil trial work.
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Previous Employers (continued)

Employer: State o: Alaska, Dept. of Law, Anchorage District Atty's OfZice

Supervisor or name of contact person who can venly emplovment _Sasan 2arkes

Current address of this person 312 X Street, Satte 537

City Anchorage State RK Z1p 98502

Daies of Fmployment 1 rom October, 2936 To Noverber, 1993

Desenption |pyosecutrion. Viclemt Crame Unit, Drug Urit, Misdemeanor Un:t.

Reason for Leaving Accepted OSPA position with state-wide duties.

E State of Alaska, Dept of Law, Dillingham District Atty's Office
mployer

Supen 1sor o1 name of contact person who can venify cmplovment Kenneth Goldmar

Current address of this persen Law Offices oI Kenneth Goldman, 516 S. Alaska Street

Ci Palmer State AK 71p 03845
To October, 19296

Dates of Fmplovinent Trom _Jaly, 1994

Description [Resporsible for all prosecutiomns 1 Bristol Bay alomng with responsibility

for juvenile delingquency and child in reed of aid (CIKA) cases.

Reason for Leaving Accepted position in Anchorage DA's office.

Employer: Jzited Stactes Army, Judge Advocate General's Corp

Supen 1501 or name of contact person who can venfy employment _Tammy Tobia

Current address of this person Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, Building &00

City Fort Richardson State AK Zip 99505

Dates of Employmemt From_Jaatary, 1991 fo_Apr:l, 19%4

Desenption [Legal Ass-sctance {Zamily law, sivple wills & estates) & Mailozary

Justice.

Reason for Leaving Tour of Duty complete. Wanted to rerain in Alaska.

Employer Ramsey County Attormey's Off:ice

Supen ssor or name of contact petson who can venfy employment #- Zdraz =1

Current address of this person _50 ®. Kellogg Blvd , Suite 315

City Saint Paul State MN Zip 55102-1657
1989 To December, 1990

Dates of Employment From April,

Deseripion |Special Assistant County Attorney (Child in Need of Aid and Juvenile

De_inquency cases).

Reason for Leaving TO accspt cormnission as an oZficer in the Army JAG Corp.

Me Xr
Empln)er:r‘“sserll & Xramer

Supervisor or name of contact person who can venfy employment 7=7 Wicka

Current address of this person 8C 8. 8th Street, #393C5

Cuy Minneapc lis State MN Zip 55402

Dates of Employ ment | rom_Cctoper, 1982 To April, 1988

Deseription” [Law cZerk for team of three personal injury plaintiff attormeys.

Reason for T caving _Betzer pay and health benefite Trial experience.
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10.  For the past five years. please indicate (approximately) the following

(a) Percent of your practice that was Civil O
Criminal 3c
Other 10
=100%
Comment "Other" constitutes “aw issues unigque to the military.
{by  Percent- State -
Federal -9
Other c
=100%
Comment
(c) Of practice n state courts. percent  Supreme Court > =
Court of Appeals <
Superior Courl 7@
Dustrict Court 20
=100%
Comment
(d) Frequency of appearance in court
= Regularly & Occasionally O Infrequently O Not at All

Comment

(e) Number of tnals (bs cowrt or yury )y ou conducted 1n the past 5 vears
O None di-5 ¥ 6-15 0 16-30 31 or more

Comment All tr:zals were conducted 5 years ago.

n Percent of these tnals which were Jury 30 Non-Jury 70
Comment

(g) Approximate number of appellate matters handled 3
Comment

(h) Approximate number of arbitrations or adnunistrat: ve hearngs
# None 0O1-5 ~6-15 = 16-30 3 31 or more
Briefly describe tvpe of matlers heard

(1) Have vou undertaken any pro bono work through a pro bono legal service provider (e g
Alasha Legal Services. Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. etc )
during this pericd” = Yes ¥ No
Describe
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List all the courts and admanistrative tnbunals i the United States or elsewhere to which vou are
or has e been admitted io practice. and the dates of admission

State of Minnesota; October, 199€. TInact:ive since July, 1994.
State of Alaska, June, 1924.

Un-ted 3States Distr-c:t Court - Anchorage; January, 2003
Un-_zed States Court cf Appeals - 9ta Circuit, Jure, Z2003.

Public Service

14

List bar associations. and sections and commuttees of which vou are or have been a member or
officer

M-rnesota Ear Assoc_atior.
Alaska Bar Association. Farily Law Section.

List legal publications. tf any (give title, subject and date of publications)

None

Have y ou ever applied for a judgeship? {£ Yes U No
Please list dates and judgeships applied [or, as well as whether you were nominated by the Judicial
Council and appoinied

Nominated By Appointed By

Council Governor
Judgeship Date (YN) YIN)
Ancnorage District Court §/200¢ M N
Anchorage pistrict Court 1i/zc04 Y N
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15 Have you ever held public or political office, elective or appointive” T Yes i No
If so. siate office, manner selected. and when and where held

16 Please provide the Council with mformation thatyou would like the Council to consider about other
legal and nonlegal orgamzations and clubs of which vou are a member, including c1vic, charitable.
rehigious, educational. social and fraternal organizauons Please ndicate whether vou participate in
the organizations activities, or stmply hold a membership Your iy olvement in the community 15
one of the criterta the Council uses in 1ts evatuations The Councit does not use affihation with a
particular group as a criterion except to the extent that 1t rmght raise questions of conflict of mterest
or would affect an applicant’s abilits to impartialls apply the law

Alaska Fly Fishers: attend meetings and social evencs.
Sons of Norway: attend meetirgs and social events.
National Rifie Association: Simply hold membership.

17 Indicate (Yes or No) whether souhave ever

(a) been arrested. charged with. pled gwilty or rnolo contendere 10. or been convicted of the
violation of anv law or ordinance. or been requested to appear belore anv prosecuting or
investigative agency 1n connection with any malter m amy junisdiction. including all traffic
offenses. unless the fine was less than $50 and there were no other sanctions?

v Yes J No

() farled to answer amy summons or other legal process served upon vou personally at any
time? O Yes 4 No

(c) as a member of amy armed forces, been the subject of any charges which may have resulted
wn disciplinary action or court martial? 1 Yes ¥ No
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(d}  had any proceedings brought to have you declared a ward of any court or adjudged an
incompetent? O Yes ¥ No
I vour answer 1s "ves™ to any part of this question, state the facts in detail  Give the name
and place of the court or agency . dates of the beginning and end of any action or proceeding.
case numbers, and the judgment or other disposition

anchorage Traffic Court: 3Speesding ticket, 54/35% mph on May 16, 200<4.
Citation # A1389910. Nolc plea on July 13, 2004. No fine assessed
pecause defensive driving course corpleted and no siwilar violaticns
for ons vear.

Aichorage Traffic Court: Szeeding ticket, 52/40 mph on Jaly I, 1954.
Qitationm % unknown. Paid ticket throagh the mail. Fine less taan
$100.

Hennepin County District Couxt, 3rd Division, Minnetouvka, MN. Public
m-sconduct; Jane, 198S. Citation ? unknewn. $44 fine paid.

18 (a) Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been mstituted against vou by federal. state
or local authorities? O Yes {f No
In particular, have y ou been the subject of any proceeding, crimunal or cival. initiated against
vou by the Intemal Revenue Senvice or a State Tax Office” 3 Yes & No
If so. gnve particulars. including case numbers

(b) Have vou e er been sued by a cient? O Yes ¢ No
[ so. give particulars. (ncluding case numbers

(¢c)  Have vou ever been a party in any other legal proceeding” T Yes ¢ No
Il so0. give the particulars Include all legal proceedings m which vou were a parly n
interest. including petitioner or respondent 1n dissolution or dnvorce proceedings. a material
witness. a named co-conspirator or correspondent. and subject or witness n any grand jury
proceedings Do not list proceedings in which you were sued only n a representative
capacily (e g guardian ad litem, or as Commussioner of Natural Resources)
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19 State the nature and disposition of any of the following actions which apply to vou

(a) Are there any unsatisfied judgments against you? O Yes  No

Have vou ever defaulled i the performance of any court-imposed obligation. 1ncluding
pavmenl ol ahimony or child support or compliance with another court order or decree”

Z Yes ¥ No
In each case. list the name and address of the creditor, the court which rendered the
judgment. the case number. the date. the amount of the judgment. and the circumstances on
which such claim was based
Has property owned by vou been erther judicially or non-judicially foreclosed?

O Yes ¥ No
Please state the circumstances and outcome of any such unsausfied or default judgment. or
of anv foreclosure

(b) Have you ey er made an assignment [or the benefit of creditors? C Yes & No

Have vou ever filed anv petition n bankruplcy? O Yes {# No
If so. state the circumstances, case number. and the outcome

Revised April 13 2005 - 10-
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References and Counsel Questionnaires*

* Please Note Lectters of reference from these persons are confidential and will not be given to the
applicant If the reference asks (in wnting) that the letter be shared with the governor. the Council
will send designated letters and counsel questionnaires {or each nominee The applicant should not
request a copy of the letter from the reference. (You sheuld net list the Chuef Justice of the Alaska
Supreme Court )

References or letters not solicited by the Council are considered public (with few exceptions) and
will be sent 1o the governor for all nominees

20 {(a) List the names. addresses, including zip cedes, and phone numbers of tw o persons whom
the Judicial Council may contact who can discuss your general character and background

Name ~avid R. Wallace

Address Pentlarge Law Grodp, 14C0 W. Benson Blvd., Sa-te 530

Cll}/Slale/Z|p Ancacrage, AK 93503 Phone 275-1913

Name Brigadier Gemeral (ret} Gene Ramsey

Address ¥ulzs a:r National Guard Base, 50C5 Raspberry Road

Clty/State/le Anchcorage, AX 99%502-1928 Phone 345-5647

)] List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and phone numbers of three other persons
whom the Judicial Council may coniact who can discuss vour professional competence and
qualifications for a judicial position

Name Judge Larry D. Card

Address Ancncrage Supexior Court, 825 W. 4th Avenue

Cn}'/State/'le Archorage, AK 995C1-2004 Phone 284-0414

Name Louis J. Menendez

Address 227 7th Street

Cll_\/State/Zm Juneau, AK 99801 Phone 586-5996

Name Jadge Fred Torrisi

Address- Pillingham Superzor Court, Box 909

Cll}/State/le 2illzngham, AK 39576 __Phone B842-5215
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References and Counsel Questionnaires (continued)

(¢)  List the names. addresses. including zip codes, and suite numbers where applicable, and phone
numbers of each attomey imolved 1n vour three most recent cases that have gone to trial.
{Applicants who are currently judges should list the three most recent irials they presided over ) List
onlv those cases which have gone to tnial within the past three vears Please include the judge’s
name and case names and numbers (Attach addimonal pages 1f necessary )

Case Number 1

Case Name: Xo trials withir last 3 years. Case Number:

® Judge Name:
Attorneys Involved:

Name Name

Address Address

Cily State Zip Cits., State Zip

Name ~Name

Address Address

Citv State Zsp City Statz, 7ip

Case Number 2

Case Name: Case Number:

v Judge Name:
Attorneys Involved:

Name ~Name

Address Address

Caty State. Zip City, State, /1p

Name Name

Address Address

Citv, State. Zip City State /1p

Case Number 3

Case Name: Case Number:

" Judge Name:
Attorneys Involved:

Name \ame

Address Addross.

Citv, State, Zip City, State, 71p

Name Name

Address Address

i State Zip Ciy, State, 71p
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References and Counsel Questionnaires (continued)

(d) List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and suite numbers where applicable, and phone
numbers of each attorney involved in your three most recent cases that did not go to trial but in
which you did significant work. (Applicants who are currently judges should list the three most
recent cases they presided over that did not go to trial but in which they did significant work.)
Please include the judge’s name and case names and numbers. (dtrach udditional pages if necessary')

Case Number 1
Case Nume: Howard 0lds v State of Rlaska  Case Number: 3CO-02-18 CI
1 SCA-TPP v. Qity oI Ccrcdova-T2D Judge Name: Donald K. Hopwood
Attorney's Involved:

Name Michael J. Schneider Name Frank Koziol
Adcress 880 N Street, Suite 202 Address 618 Christensen Drive
City, Swate, Zp Ancaorage, AK $9501 City, State Zip Anchorage, AK $9501
Nam. Name
Address Address
City State Zip Cin, State, Zip

Case Number 2

Case Name: Mark L Sawyer Case Number: 3AN-02-6802 CI
¥. SOA, Marine Highwav Svstem Judge Name: Jchn Suddock
Attorneys Involved:
Nom: Herkert A. Viergutz Name
Address 1029 West 3rd Ave., Suite 280 \ddress
Cuy, State, 7)p Anchorage, AK 295C1 City Stae. Zip
Name Nare
Address Address
Citv Sute, Zip Cimy, State, Zip

Case Number 3

Case Name: Sandra Cloud Case Number: 3AN-04-3798 CI
v. State of Alasxa Judge Name: Mark Rindner
Attorneys Involved:

Nam¢ Maichael A 3Bra:xn Name

Address 1407 W 31st Avenue, 7tk Floor Address

Cin State 7Z1p  Ancnerage, AK 99302 City, State Zip
Name Name

Address Address

City, State Zip Ciy, State Zip
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Writing Sample

21 Attach one example of a brief. memorandum of Taw. or legal opinion or similar example of legal
writing {10-20 pages m length, 15-25 pages for appellate positions) prepared solely by you within
the last fivevears Ifyoudo not have a good sample of this length. include an excerpt from a longer
writing Make sure the sample contans sufficient facts to make 1t understandable

Please do not subrmut () coauthored wnting samples, (b) samples with confidential information
unless redacted to remon e such information. (c) longer writing samples

22 Has any public sanction been imposed against you m response to a complaint. charge or gnevance
brought against you as an attorney or a Judge” O Yes {#f No
Have formal grnievance procedures been brought against y ou? Z Yes £ No

See Bar Rule 22(b) & (e) concermung public grievance procedures against attorneys. and AS
2230 011(b) and 060(b)(3) conceming public gnesance procedures agamnst judges

Have 1 ou ever been held in contempt of court? O Yes ¥ No

In each case. stale mn detail the circumstances and the outcome

Additional Comments {(Non-Confidential)

23 Please make any addiional comments that v ou wish to bring to the Council's attention about » our
experience and swtability for thus judgeship

My broad base of work experience in cximinal, civil and milaitary law have
presented me with many challenges and hurdles to overcore. Frequently my
learnirg curve has besn gquite steep. What I've learned over the y=ars 1s
hat regardless of how mary cases I try, the rnurber of courts that I am in ox
~he numpesr cf _egal issuss I litigate i1n motion work, taiere -s alwvays going
o be a new and different challenge around the corner. I believe my worx
exper—ence isn’t so much an example of being an expert 1n any one field of
law, out 1s more a represenutatiornr of my will-ngness to work hard and
diligeatly imcrove rmyself and my work-product each and every day on the joo
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Additional Comments (Continued)

24 Please prepare a brief biographical statement (limuted to 150 words) about vour background. legal
education, and legal experience Your picture and a copy of this statement will be scanned and
posted on the Council’s website after the application deadline In its Bar surves. the Council will
invite attornevs to review the nformation if they wish to become more fanuhar with » our
background and experience. Use the form on the following page for your brographical statement
Please leave the bow at the top empty  The Council will use thus space for y our scanned picture
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Biographical Statement

Name Eric A Aarseth

Position(s) for which v ou wish to be considered

Anchorage Superior Court

Third Judicial District

Date May 28, 2005

| grew up In a small farming community in rural Minnesota After receiving an engineenng
degree from the University of Minnesota, | attended William Mitchell College of Law in St
Paul, Minnesota and earned my law degree In 1991, | joined the Army as a JAG Corp
officer [ was stationed at Fort Richardson, Alaska completing one tour of duty before being
honorably discharged | was then employed by the State of Alaska, Department of Law as a
prosecutor for eight years Dunng that time, | worked in courts throughout the state | now
work in the Civil Division of the Department of Law, in its Torts Section where I've been
employed three years |joined the Alaska Air National Guard as a JAG attorney in 2003 and
work at Kulis Air National Guard Base as the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate
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Certification and Waiver

Thereby certity that. to the best of mn knowledge. the information provided on this application is
true and complete. and that 1 am a citizen of the United States and of the State. and will be eligible 1o be
hcensed to practice law in Alaska at the ime of expected appointment (Ak Const ArtIV. § 4)

I warve any prvilege of confidentiality T may have with respect to mnformation concerming my
qualifications for judicial office that the Judicial Council may desire to obtamn [ specifically authonize the
Council to obtarn and examine my personnel [iles from current and past employ ers. including all files
maintained by the Alasha Court Sy stem. and to obtain mlormation. records and documents regarding me
from amy credit reporting agencv. any law enforcement agency. any bar association, anv occupational
licensing board. anyv educational mstitution, and any disciplmary body ., including specifically the Alaska
Bar Association and the Alaska Judicial Conduct Commussion I further authonze these ishtutions.
organizations. and individuals, and any other institutions, organizations and mdn 1duals to make available

to the Councl all confidential and non-confidential documents. records and information concermng me that
the Council may request

////C\ zric A. Aarseth

Sighature of Applicant o~ Ty ped Name
/@1%7 DS
ﬂ Date
.7 g N q o<
Subscribed and sworn to before me this A day of “ﬂd’,q, .20

Laas Uigid, g

7

WRNN Vig 7,
Notarv Public. State of Ataska ™ "’“ R4 “
My Commussion expires /{/;&7/0& S SWOTARy:. =
f S =
S . Puguc : 3
= o D3
Z 37T S
2, Poptt §

//, ) ’% ) 0 \‘-\\

RTEE!
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